
Castleside Primary School 
History Long Term Planning 

 
 

Rationale for History Planning: 
The history curriculum is planned for a number of mixed age classes across EYFS, KS1 and KS2 to ensure full coverage of The National 
Curriculum. In 2021/2022, all mixed age classes are studying Cycle B. 
 
In KS1, pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know 
where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in 
different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using 
parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in 
which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented. 
 
In KS2, pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and 
develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, 
cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation 
of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 
 
Golden Threads running through the history curriculum include chronology, enquiry, innovation and local history. 
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I’m Making History 
Changes within living memory 
 
My timeline, family history, investigating 
Christmas now and in the past. 
 

The Lady with the Lamp 
Significant individuals in the past 
Florence Nightingale/Mary Seacole 

Oh I Do Like to be Beside the Seaside 
Changes within living memory 
Seaside Holidays past and present 
e.g. Punch and Judy 
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Who has helped make history? 
Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally 
Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot 
Remembrance 
 
 

History Detectives 
Changes within living memory 
 
Local History enquiry: 
Toys/homes/shops/transport now and then 

History on my doorstep 
Significant individuals in the past, local 
significant individuals 
 
Grace Darling 
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The Great Fire of London/Gateshead 
Events that are beyond living memory that 
are significant nationally and globally 

The Sinking of the Titanic 
Events that are beyond living memory that 
are significant nationally and globally. 
 

To Bravely Go! 
Explorers and Adventurers 
the lives of significant individuals in the past 
who have contributed to national and 
international achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in 
different periods 
Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong 
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Who were Britain’s first builders? 
Changes in Britain Stone Age to Iron Age 
Focus: building and technology in earliest 
settlements, key features of an era, 
chronology (sequence and duration) change 
over time, using artefacts as primary sources, 
awareness of representations. 

Ancient Egypt 
The achievements of the earliest 
civilizations 
Religion 
Pyramids 
Embalming 

Local History Study 
Aspect or theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066. A significant turning point in 
British history 
George Stephenson 
Stockton and Darlington railway 
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Romans in Britain 
Focus on the Roman Army 
Local history: Hadrian’s Wall, Life in a Roman 
Fort: Vindolanda 
Why did the Ancient Romans march through 
Durham? 

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and 
Scots 
Why did the Romans leave Britain? 
Where did Anglo-Saxons and Scots come 
from? 
Changes – religion, housing 
Everyday life 
Possible Literacy Link: Beowulf 

Local History Study 
The history of steel 
The rise and fall of the steel industry in 
Britain. 
Consett Steelworks 
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The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor 
Local history Link: Lindisfarne, Jarrow, Bede 
Danelaw 
Why was Alfred great? 

Crime and Punishment 
A study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066. 
 

Ancient Greece 
Greek Life and achievements and their 
influence on the Western World. 
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 Mayan civilization 
A non-European Study 

A turning point in British History. 
What the Victorians did for us. 
 Local history link: Joseph Swan, Lord 
Armstrong. 
Cragside                                                                                                                                                                                   

Second World War 
A study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066. 
Local History Link: DLI 
Propaganda  
Being a child in the Second World War. 

 


