
Our Reception and Key Stage 1 children per-
formed three excellent performances of our 
Nativity, ‘The Bossy King’. I’m sure everyone 
enjoyed the performances, including the chil-
dren. 

The children from Class 3 and 4 also helped 
with the performances and we would like to 
thank them for their efforts, as well as all of 
the parents and staff who worked together to 
produce such a delightful show. 
All of the children went to the Theatre Royal 
to see Dick Whittington as part of their Christ-
mas present from school. The children en-
joyed the performance and the adults who at-
tended the performance were very pleased 
with their attitude and behaviour. This event is 
funded by the money raised by the Friends of 
the School and School Funds. 
Our Christmas Fair was very successful, 
forming part of our traditional celebrations. 
We took over £1200 at our fair which was an 
excellent effort. We would like to thank all 
who helped and those staff, parents and 
friends who supplied us with magnificent 
Christmas treats to include in our Christmas 
hamper which was raffled at the fair. 
Our choir once again performed in Tesco and 
Morrisons , they were a credit to us all. We 
raised the fantastic sum of £140 for school 
funds. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Parents and friends, 
Here is a list of dates for your diaries.  
RSPB Birdwatch         w/c 01.02.16               
Y5 Consett Academy visit      08.02.16                       
Safer Internet Day                 09.02.16 
Dance Performance              10.02.16   
Friends of School meeting    TBA  
Hartlepool visit                       12.02.16 
Half Term Holiday                 12.02.16                     
World Book Day Activities     03.03.16 
Mothers Day Lunch              04.03.16     
Parents Evenings        07/08/09.03.16                          
Governors Meeting                07.03.16 
Foxes Cake Sale                    09.03.16  
KS2 Sage Visit                      11.03.16 
Shakespeare Week               14.03.16                                     
Easter Maths Trail          22.03.16  
Easter Assembly 1.30pm       24.03.16                
Easter Holiday     3.15pm      24.03.16                                         

 
VISITS, VISITORS and EVENTS 

The Year 5 children enjoyed a visit to 
Dukeshouse Wood where they enjoyed adven-
turous activities and their first school residential 
visit. The children achieved great success and 
the activities were appreciated by all. 

Our Christmas celebrations went very well in-
cluding a concert from ‘Sensational Strings’ a 
group of musicians from the County Music Ser-
vice, who delighted children and adults with 
their performance. 
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The children in Year 6 helped us to think of 
others during the Christingle, in St John’s 
Church, which was enjoyed by the whole 
school, parents and church members.  This 
was a very moving performance helping us 
to remember the true spirit of Christmas. 
Recently other classes have enjoyed visits to  
the ballet at the Theatre Royal and Astronaut 
Training at the Centre for Life. 

TEAMS AND SPORT 

Our Football  team, has taken part in  several 
competitions and they have performed well, 
narrowly losing their position at the top of the 
League in the final match. More matches are 
planned for this term and we hope to be 
playing in a new football strip, designed by 
the team.  
As a result of Sports Premium funding  we 
have been able to provide extra activities in 
PE with specialist coaches. These activities 
have included Football and Dance. We also 
subsidise a Yoga club for the younger pupils. 
Key Stage 1 and 2 children will be taking part 
in Sports Festivals later in the year. 
The ‘Tackle It’ team from SAFC have also 
been working on sports skills with Class 5 as 
part of their PSHCE studies. 
Further activities and competitions are 
planned for the remaining terms.  

We are constantly looking for opportunities to 
make our curriculum as interesting as possi-
ble for the children by visiting relevant places 
or inviting visitors, tutors and coaches to ex-
tend learning and enjoyment.  

 

Our children also have access to music tui-
tion from County peripatetic staff, at the mo-
ment Mrs Carr teaches a Brass Group and 
we have several new musicians this year. 
A Safer Internet Day is planned for February.   
More details about this will be sent out near-
er the time. 



CHARITY and MONEY RAISING 
EVENTS 

In November we sold poppies and other 
items in aid of the Poppy appeal, we 

raised the fantastic total of approximately 
£250.  

Our Christmas Jumper day for Save the 
Children raised £114. 
The collection at the ‘Christingle’ service 
was sent to ‘The Children’s Society’ 
  We will be having regular cake sales to 
boost our school funds, these funds will be 
used to supplement the resources in school.  
We are grateful for your generous response 
to all of these fund raising events. 
 

READING WITH YOUR CHILD 

Many parents read with their children on a 
daily basis and there is no doubt that this 
helps your child to make good progress, it is 
also valuable way to enhance the school/
home partnership. This need only be a ten 
minute session and is a hugely valuable 
time for your child as well as being a re-
warding experience for you as a parent! 
Our home school record books should then 
be signed and a comment can made, if you 
wish, to tell the teacher that your child has 
read further in their book, giving us an op-
portunity to discuss their reading with them. 
  

TEXT MESSAGING SERVICE 

We have an extremely efficient 
text messaging service which 
has proved very useful . This ser-

vice has now been extended to include e-
mail, so documents and letters can be 
sent. If you would like us to use your e-mail 
address please forward it to us. The effec-
tiveness of both of these services depend 
on us having up to date information, so 
please inform us if you change mobile 
numbers or email addresses.  
We can always be contacted by email and 
the school email address is  
castleside@durhamlearning.net  

P.E. KIT  

 All children must have a P.E. kit in 
school. This should include a pair of 
black shorts, white t-shirt and a pair of 
gym shoes.  The gym shoes are also 

worn during the day in school in the Winter 
to protect the school flooring.  
This kit should be kept in their school P.E. 
Kit bags and kept on pegs in the porches. 
PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL ITEMS OF 

CLOTHING ARE NAMED 
CARS AND PARKING 

To ensure the safety of children and 
staff, the main school  gates are 
closed at 8.45am and 3.00pm  
If you need to use the school main 

entrance please walk up the path at the 
side of school. If you have mobility prob-
lems please contact school and arrange-
ments will be made. 
Please be considerate to other users and 
residents when parking outside of school. 
Do not park on the zigzag lines or block the 
access to houses. 

SCHOOL LUNCHES  
and  

FRUIT SCHEME 
We would request that payment for 

school lunches is made on Mondays to en-
sure that the money can be banked effi-
ciently. 
All children in KS1 receive a free piece of 
fruit every day. KS2 children can also pay 
50p per week to join the Fruit scheme, this 
is usually payable half-termly. Any surplus 
fruit is offered to all children at the end of 
the week. 



AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

We are happy to 
be able to offer 
‘After School’ 
clubs every night 
of the week, with 
some nights hav-
ing more than 
one activity. 
Many of these 
are free and run 
on a voluntary basis by members of staff, 
we are very grateful to them.  
Monday is ICT. This club is very popular 
and Mrs Franklin has limited the number 
of children at each session in order to 
make it accessible to more children over 
the year. Football also takes place on a 
Monday. Gardening club will restart after 
half term. Tuesday is Yoga, Wednesday is 
Karate Club. Thursday is Nature Club or 
Guitar. Friday is Choir.  
These clubs are very popular and help to 
extend the experiences of our children.  
Booster sessions for Year 6 SATs will 
commence later in the term.  
Please could parents collect children from 
KS1 entrance, rather than at the front en-
trance, at the end of after school clubs. 

 
BREAKFAST CLUB  

Breakfast Club has been running for 
several years and is a great success. 

Mrs Smith and Mrs Moore provide break-
fast for pupils from all classes in the 
school. Breakfast Club costs £1.60 per 
day with a discount when more than one 
family member attends.   
There is no need to inform us in advance, 
just turn up in the morning! 

 
AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 

Our After School Club which runs from 
3.15-5.15pm every evening is increas-

ing its numbers but there are still places 
available. A range of activities are ar-
ranged for different nights of the week. 
The cost is £5 for one hour and £8 for two 
hours with lower rates for a second child 
in a family. 

 SCHOOL FUND 

School Fund is used to provide 
many extra resources for the chil-
dren, which otherwise would not 

be available. We would appreciate £1 per 
week, paid on a weekly or termly basis. 

Most visits are subsidised by school fund 
as transport costs are now very high.  

 
PARENT HELPERS 

We are always keen to have par-
ent helpers in school. If you have 
any free time during the week 
when you could help in school 

please let your child's teacher know. We 
are particularly interested to see if there 
are any parents who would like to be in-
volved in the running of a Coding Club 
 

Friends of Castleside  

PrimarySchool  
The ‘Friends of Castleside Primary School’ 
organisation plays an important role within 
the school. We hold  meetings to discuss 
fundraising ideas and events that will bene-
ficial to the children, such as our annual 
Christmas present to the children of a trip 
to the pantomime at the Theatre Royal 
Newcastle. 

Next Meeting 
 

Our next meeting will be in February to  
discuss future events, including the Easter 
Assembly. Everyone is more than welcome 
to attend. You are very welcome to bring 
children as we have an area where the 
children can play. 
We are looking to organise events which 
will not only involve those at Castleside  
Primary School but also other areas of the 
community.  
Remember all events do not have to in-
volve fundraising, in the past we have had 
several educational and social events 
which help parents, children and staff to 
work together.   
All money raised goes to enhance the edu-
cational experiences of your child at Cas-
tleside Primary School. 
Hope to see you at our next meeting! 


