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Miller’s tale is an 

inspiration to all 
  By JOSHUA, YEAR 5 

On Friday 22nd June, the Great Britain Paralympic ath-

lete Stephen Miller came to Castleside Primary School to 

tell us about his life and childhood. It was very inspira-

tional. The head teacher said if we had a dose of his re-

silience we would all do well. 

Stephen was born in 1980 with cerebral palsy, a form of 

brain damage which affects his working muscles and 

weakens him. It’s difficult for him to walk and speak but 

he has been very resilient and not given up. At primary 

school Stephen couldn’t get on to his school football 

team but he is now a national and world champion at 

club throwing. He has been to six Paralympic Games and 

won six medals, including three gold ones. He said: “If 

there’s something that you feel you can’t do very well, 

you can always succeed at something else.” 

Stephen Miller was born on 27th May 1990 in Cramling-

ton, Northumberland. He attended Percy Hedley School 

until he was nine, then he moved to a mainstream 

school. He started doing athletics with his local club and 

realised he had ability in the club throw. He was select-

ed to go to the 1996 Paralympics at Atlanta in America 

when he was only 16. He won the club throw event and 

was the youngest ever British winner of a Paralympic 

athletics gold medal. 

Sadly, Stephen was injured at his home Games in Lon-

don in 2012 and he did not win any medal but he was 

granted team captain and he was inspirational.  

People said Stephen’s career was over but he was deter-

mined to prove them wrong and, after surgery, he won 

a silver at the 2016 Paralympics . Stephen, who is 38, is 

training to go to his seventh Paralympics in Tokyo in 

2020. Between his training and going into schools, he is 

very busy but he still finds time to work as a website 

developer at the Queen Elizabeth hospital in Gateshead.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

MAKING A BIG SPLASH 

The Year 6s enjoy an unforgetta-

ble three-day trip to London. 

SONG FOR EUROPE 

School’s singers excel at European 

song contest in Durham. 

YEAR6 PERFORMANCE 

Mrs Hart’s class  give an hilarious 

rendition of Zoom! 



KEY DATES       
Monday 16th July: Year 6 assembly, 1.30pm. 

Wednesday 18th July: Whole  school end of year assembly,  

1.30pm. 

Friday 16tth July: Break up for summer. 

Tuesday 4th September: School re-opens for the 2018-19 

school year. 

Friday 19th October: Break up for half-term 

Monday 29th October: School re-opens. 

A message from the Head Teacher 
As the term comes to an end I would just like to take the opportunity to thank everyone for their support throughout 

this very busy year. 

Children, staff, parents, carers and governors have gone that 

extra mile which has resulted in a year full of great opportuni-

ties and wonderful experiences. 

We would like to wish our Year 6 pupils the best of luck on the 

next step of their journey. You are equipped with the skills and 

attitude to learning that will serve you well in the coming year. 

The dreaded Chickenpox has hit us hard in the latter part of this 

term. Let’s hope that the worst is over and the holidays will now 

be spot free. 

Enjoy the holiday and fingers crossed that this wonderful sun-

shine continues long into August. We look forward to welcom-

ing you all back in September, refreshed and ready to take on 

the challenge of the next year. Stay safe. 

Best wishes, 

Mrs Spence 

A big thank you to Mr G 
Castleside Chronicles owes a huge debt of gratitude to 

Mr Gilbert for providing us with professional quality 

photographs. Thank you to Mrs Hart too for the excel-

lent series of snaps from the Year 6s’ unforgettable trip 

to London. 

Finn having a fantastic time on Sports Day! 



  By Ronan, Year 4 

On Wednesday 13 June, twelve of us went to 

the Gala Theatre in Durham to sing in the Song 

for Europe competition. There was Seb, Seren, 

Libby, Alfie, Marshall, Jayden, Finn, Leon, Jacob, 

Natan, Jenna and me. 

When we got into the Gala Theatre, there were loads of other schools that sang different songs in different Euro-

pean languages. We had to vote for each song – either 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 or 0. For the first one, I thought it was 4 and 

Miss Barrass jotted it down. 

I think we came third or fourth. We sang a song in Albanian. It was called Vera. It was about this girl working on her 

own. The fields were turning gold and she had two sisters who helped her so she wouldn’t feel lonely. The winning 

song was in French. It definitely deserved to win. 

Enjoying our big day out at the Big Sing 
       By Emma, Year 3 

On Tuesday June 26th Classes 3, 4 and 5 travelled to Gateshead to take part in the Big Sing at the Sage, which one 

of the teachers described as, “A giant shiny, slimy slug!” 

Before we went to sing, we went for a walk around the Quayside. We walked over the Millennium Bridge and later 

Jack pressed the button to lift up the bridge because it was his birthday. We also walked past Stephen Miller’s 

bronze plaque  on the path next to the Sage. The previous 

Friday we had seen him in school! 

We sang lots of songs at the Big Sing. Our favourites were 

Hold Back the River and Wonder.  We were in Hall One 

and when we looked up the roof looked like lots of pianos 

stuck together. 

There were different coloured lights around the side of 

the hall and there were three singers on stage—Beth, Sha-

ron and Ashleigh. There were some musicians playing in-

struments ,such as  the accordion, the guitar and the 

drums. 

 

 

On song for Europe with a Gala performance 



Learning about the Romans in 3D 

( 

      By Rosie and James, Class 3 

On the Friday before half-term holiday,Classes 3 and 4 went to Hadrian’s Wall because both classes were learn-

ing about the Romans. We learned a lot of interesting facts about Romans, such as which weapons they used in 

battle, the type of clothes they wore and the type of food they ate. 

Once we got there, we got off the bus and walked over to the Roman Army Museum. We saw a 3D movie about 

the Romans and the wall. It showed us how they battled and what it was like to be a Roman. When we watched 

the film, we had to wear these special 3D glasses so that we didn’t hurt our eyes. 

The next thing we did was go into a Roman classroom. It was a bit funny because there was a statue that 

moved and talked. It told us about the things the Romans used to wear, like underpants, socks and sandals. It 

also told us how to write in Latin and what our names were in Latin. We saw a bow and arrow and all took turns 

to see how far we could make it go.  

After we left the museum, we went to a picnic area and ate our lunch. There was a white bird attacking some 

people. In the afternoon we went with our groups up to Hadrian’s Wall and walked a long way, up to five miles. 

At the top, Mr Gilbert took a picture of us all sitting in a dip trying to push the wall over. It was fun. 

Then we walked back down and got the bus back to school. Some people thought it was the best day of their 

lives.  



 Toby Tortoise comes out of  his shell 

with a winning performance 
       By Seren, Year 4 

This year’s Year 6 performance was called Zoom! It was full of excitement, laughter and jokes. It was set in a wood-

land about Toby Tortoise and Harvey Hare running a race to become mayor. It was about Toby  being slow and  

Harvey being faster than him.  

Harvey’s little sidekicks, the two foxes, kept putting traps down and switching signs to stop Toby getting to the fin-

ish line but Toby’s children kept sabotaging the traps. Eventually, to everyone’s surprise, Toby won the race. 

The two foxes, Charlie T and Nathan, were really funny. They were clumsy, stupid and a bit strange. They spilled 

some glue from one of their traps to stop Toby Tortoise getting to the end and they got stuck together. Nathan 

said, “At least Mam will be happy. She always said, ‘Stick together!’” 

The set was quite realistic and the children had worked hard on perfecting their dancing and singing.  

 

 



 

All aboard the Hogwarts Express for 

Year 6 on their magical London trip 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       By Ellie, Year 6 

On June 12th, Mrs Hart took the Year 6s to London for an exciting three-day trip. My highlight was our visit to the 

Harry Potter studios in Watford. 

On the first day when we arrived in London we went to the Tate Modern, next to the Millennium Foot Bridge – 

the bridge that the Death Eaters destroy in Harry Potter! We saw paintings by Mark Rothko, Andy Warhol and Roy 

Lichtenstein. My favourite picture was Andy Warhol’s pop art image of Marilyn Monroe. 

After that, we went to the Sky Garden, which had amazing views from the 37th floor. I spotted the Shard, the 

Olympic Stadium and Tower Bridge. We went to the Rainforest Café for tea. The room where we ate was unbe-

lievable. There were moving elephants and thunderstorms every fifteen minutes. 

On the second day we went to the British Library for a workshop called Playing With Words. We all went round 

the library to find different kinds of words – verbs, nouns, adverbs and adjectives – then put them together in sen-

tences and acted out a story. 

We had already been to the fountains behind Kings Cross Station in the morning and we went back there to eat 

our lunch beside the canal. In the afternoon we watched Matilda at the Cambridge Theatre. We had seats in the 

third and fourth row and it was stunning when they sang When I Grow up. The actors were on swings and swung 

right over us. 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That night we had a special Castleside’s Got Talent show. Matthew did an Arnold Schwarzenegger impression. The funni-

est bit was when Mr Turnbull put his hand up to ask a question and Matthew said, “Yeah, the old guy in the grey shirt 

over there.” Charlie read Hairy Maclary so fast it made nearly all of us speechless – including Charlie, after he had fin-

ished! 

On the last day we went to the Harry Potter Studios in Watford. Nathan and I got to open the door to the Great Hall. As 

soon as the door opened, I could see the Goblet of Fire and I started to jump around like a mad woman!  

Once we were in the first room, I saw the 53 taps that were used for the Prefects’ Bathroom. We also got our pictures 

taken on the broomsticks. I liked how we got a passport book and we had to collect the stamps. When we got to the 

shop I bought a wand, a chocolate frog and a time turner. 

The trip was amazing. I would definitely want to go back again! 





Congratulations to the pupils in Mrs Draper’s class, Class 3, for their many impressive successes on the sporting 

front recently. Mason, Frankie, Jack B and Daniel A  have all collected trophies  as budding young footballers, 

while Drew has earned rosettes for competing in tetrathlons, which involves riding shooting, swimming and run-

ning. The two Jacks, Jack Mc and Jack B, also won football trophies. 

Class 3 pupils demonstrate their sporting class 

End of  an era as Mrs Hall moves on after 22 years 

Sadly, we will be losing one of our longest-serving 

members of staff when Mrs Hall retires as a 

lunchtime supervisor at the end of the term. 

CLAYTON and SOPHIE caught up with her... 

Why are you retiring? 

I’m retiring to look after my in-laws. 

When did you first start at this school? 

In 1996. I started by doing a year covering for 

someone who had sick leave. I started on 17th Jan-

uary 1996. 

Who is still at the school now from when you first 

started? 

Mrs Curry was definitely here. Mrs Spence too 

maybe. I’m not sure.  

Have you done the same job all of the time? 

Yes, I’ve been a been a lunchtime supervisor for 22 

years. 

What will you miss most? 

I’ll miss the children. 



  

 

Hard work pays off with a hat-trick of wins 

for Mr Gilbert’s super Kwik Cricketers 

 

       By Clayton, Year 6 

The school cricket team have been working their socks off over the past six weeks. We have been practising eve-

ry Monday lunchtime with Mr Gilbert before our Kwik Cricket matches after school every Monday at Consett 

Cricket Club in Blackhill. Mr Gilbert has been very generous by coming out every Monday lunchtime, and some-

times on other days, to practise with us so we could get better  at batting and mainly at overarm bowling. 

We have been bowling to Mr Gilbert and trying to catch him out. Carl and Ruby have both succeeded in catching 

Mr Gilbert out. Once, I was bowling to James and I went to catch the ball to stump him out and Tyler, who was 

standing behind me, knocked the ball out of my hand and knocked me over! 

In the Kwik Cricket matches against other schools, we have played okay. I kept hitting the ball low to the ground 

so that the other team couldn’t catch it. A lot of us have also been hitting the ball behind the stumps. 

We won three games out of six against schools from the area. Some of the teams have been playing at county 

level, so I think we have done well. 


