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BY GABBY SHAW, YEAR 4. 

I went to Prudhoe West First School for my first karate 

competition on Sunday 11 December. I was in area 3 for 

the under 16 green, blue and purple belts. 

I felt excited but a bit nervous. I knew a couple of people 

there. I knew Phoebe, Josh Brown from class 5 and 

Heather. There was also someone I knew very well called 

Ellie . 

What you had to do was you came up to the middle of 

the Dojo, which is the area where you perform. I was up 

on the Dojo first. Then the chief referee said, “Announce 

Kata!” That means tell me what Kata you are going to 

perform. A Kata is a group of moves that are in order. 

Then I said, “First blue belt.” The referee said, “In your 

own time. Hajime!” Hajime means ‘beginning’ in Japa-

nese. 

So I performed it from the start to the finish. Then, at 

the end, they gave me my score. I had to perform again as 

there was a tie. 

They announced the marks and I got first place. 

In the Individual Kata there was a girl blue belt and I was 

shocked at how clever she was! 

Then, in Team Kata I got second place. Ewan was in my 

team. The two people that got first place were one green 

belt and one blue belt. 

Just at the end it was the time for giving out the trophies. 

First was the Individual Kata, orange belts. The oldest 

orange belt won the first place trophy. Then it was the 

Individual Kata, green, blue and purple belts. Green won 

third. Blue won second. And I came first. 

Next was the Sparring but I didn’t want to do any more. I 

was too tired. I told my mum and we got ourselves 

packed up ready to go home. 

I have been doing karate for a year. I do it at the after 

school club and also at Ebchester on Mondays, Snods 

Edge on Tuesday and after school on Wednesday. The 

karate club is called Seiken Ryu. 

I like karate because it 

is very martial and 

artistic. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

LEARN A LANGUAGE 

An interview with our amazing 

linguists in school. 

DINKY DONKEYS! 

The superb Nativity reviewed 

See page 7 

KEIR’S SUCCESS 

We chat to ex-pupil Keir about all 

things sporty! 

MARTIAL ARTIST STRIKES AGAIN! 

(Right) 

Gabby in action! 



SCHOOL NOTICEBOARD 

Tuesday 7 February: Safer internet day. 

Tuesday 14 February: NSPCC assembly. 

Friday 17 February: Break up for half-

term. 

Monday 27 February: School re-opens. 

Tuesday 28 February: NSPCC Work-

shop, Class 5. 

Wednesday 1 March: Pedestrian training, 

Classes 3 and 4. 

Friday 3 March: OASES on energy, Class 

5. 

Wednesday 8 March: Pedestrian training, 

Classes 3 and 4. 

Friday 10 March: OASES on energy, 

Class 5. 

Wednesday 15 March: Football at   

Burnhope (Tony Reather League). 

Wednesday 22 March: Football at   

Burnhope (Tony Reather League). 

Wednesday 29 March: Football at   

Leadgate (Tony Reather League). 

Friday 7 April: 1.15pm Easter assembly. 

       Break up for Easter holidays. 

Monday 24 April: School re-opens. 

KEY DATES SPRING TERM, 2017 

New Facebook Group! 

Castleside Primary School Share Page 

has been set up as a place to exchange 

information, tips, advice and miscellane-

ous letters with all members of the 

school community. Please do search for 

it and request to join! 

Cake Sale Dates 

BADGERS—Weds 15th February 

FOXES—Weds 8th March 

HEDGEHOGS—Weds 29th March 



CASTLESIDE’S YOUNG 

LANGUAGE TEACHERS 

Agata and Chetna are Reception pupils in Mrs Franklin’s Class 

1 who have been teaching people in school their family lan-

guages. 

Agata’s family come from Wroclaw, Poland. She has been 

teaching other pupils and staff to speak Polish, while Chetna 

has been teaching two of the 18 languages in India, Hindi and 

Punjabi. Chetna’s family come from Phagwara, India. 

Castleside Chronicles had an interview with both girls and they 

taught us some Polish and Hindi words. Some of the 

words  are extremely similar to English. For example, in Polish 

penguin is pingwin and kangaroo is kangur. 

Agata and her sister Amelka, who is in Class 3, go back to Po-

land to visit her grandparents every now and then. She says her 

favourite food in Poland is pasta; we asked her what pasta was 

in Polish and she said,”Makaron.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chetna also visits her grandparents in India. We asked her to 

compare England and India and she said,” It’s a little bit hotter 

in India and a little colder here - too much hot and too much 

cold. 

“I saw an elephant once while I was in India. I want to go there 

all the time. I keep asking my mum.” 

BY JAMES ROBSON, YEAR 6. 

Polish words: 

Home-Dom 

Smile-Usmiech 

One (1)-Jeden 

Hello- Czesc 

Poland- Polska 

  

Hindi Words: 

Thank you-

Dhanyavaad 

School- Skool 

Mother-Maan 

Father-Pita 

India-Indiya 

 
Wroclaw, Poland 

·         The largest city in Western Poland 

·         Next to the River Oder 

·         Capital of the Lower Silesian Voivodeship. 

·         Population 637,075 

·         The fourth largest city in Poland 

Phagwara, India 

·         In North India, in the central part of Punjab state 

·         220 miles from India’s capital city, Delhi 

·         Population 97,964 

·         India has the second largest population in the 

 world 

·         There are 18 recognised languages in India 

Roving reporter! 

(left) James interviews 

Agata. 

 

(bottom right) James 

interviews Chetna  and 

learns some Hindi 

words (below) 



 

People think I support Carlisle United because my name is Carl. 

My mam is from Carlisle and she is a Carlisle United fan and 

when I was born she decided to call me Carl. 

I’ve been going to games from 2011. My recent was against 

Grimsby Town, which sadly ended 3-1 to them. I was the mascot 

at that game. 

I got to meet all the players and the coaches and managers as well. 

They were really nice to me. 

This season we are hopefully going to finish at least in the play 

offs in League Two but most of the players that I’ve met are pretty 

confident that we will finish first in the league.  

So my favourite game this season has been Hartlepool at home, 

which ended 3-2 to Carlisle. The scorers were: Jabo 

Ibhere,  Danny Grainger and Michael Raynes. 

My favourite player is between Nicky Adams and Danny Grain-

ger, who are both fantastic players for us. Sadly this could be 

Grainger’s last season for us. 

Brunton Park is a good stadium to go and watch a team, with a 

great atmosphere and voice.  

My dream is to play for Carlisle.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A lot of my friends want to play for Newcastle because they sup-

port Newcastle but sometimes it can depend on how many players 

are in the squad whether you get a chance. 

FANATICAL 

CARL ON CARLISLE  
BY CARL BYERS, YEAR 5. 

Castleside pupils are football fanatics. Featured here are four of  our most loyal supporters explaining, 

in their own words, why their team means so much to them 

Carl (left) as a Carlisle mascot 

I felt a little scared when I first went to St James’ Park. I was seven 

and I was in the middle of 52,000 people. 

The ground was shaking as soon as the first whistle went off be-

cause of all of the roars and chants.  I saw one of the world’s best 

players at that moment, Luis Suarez. He scored one goal but we 

won 2-1 against Liverpool. 

Since then I have been to St James’ Park 59 times. I went the 

whole of last season and this season, 2016-2017. It’s an amazing 

experience now because we’ve got a very good striker by the name 

of Dwight Gayle, who has scored a whopping 19 goals in only half 

a season for Newcastle United. The reason Dwight Gayle is such 

an amazing striker is because he gets himself into scoring position 

all the time. 

I’ve been in the changing rooms once and I’ve walked out of the 

tunnel to all the music that they play before the match.  I sat in 

Rafael Benitez’s seat and all the substitutes’ seats. 

But my favourite time I’ve ever been was when we played against 

Norwich (Mrs. Hart’s team). We were 3-2 down by injury time 

and Yoan Gouffran headed one in the bottom corner in the first 

minute of stoppage time. Then Dwight Gayle put one home with 

the final kick of the game to complete a win and a wonderful hat-

trick. 

I go with my grandma, uncle and brother and we all love watching 

the goals being scored. 

GROUND-SHAKING TIMES AT ST. JAMES’ 

BY JACK NEWTON, YEAR 6. 



FOUR 
SITTING IN THE TOTTENHAM HOT SEAT 

BY JACK BENFORD, YEAR 2. 

BEHIND THE SCENES AT SUNDERLAND 
BY KELSEY THACKERAY, YEAR 4. 

My gran lives near London and we went to stay with her and then 

to look round the Tottenham Hotspur stadium. It’s called White 

Hart Lane and it’s going to get knocked down. 

I used to be a Sunderland fan when I was a baby but I support 

Tottenham now. When I got to gran’s we realised we’d left the 

tickets so we had to get some more. 

I went to the stadium and I 

was sat next to Harry Kane’s 

shirt and Dele Alli’s and Hu-

go Lloris’ with my dad. That 

was in the room where the 

players get changed.  

They had showers. They 

don’t have a lot of them so 

they have to queue. They 

have loads of toilets, though, 

so they don’t have to queue 

for them. 

We didn’t go on the pitch 

but my dad sat on the seat 

where the manager, Mauricio 

Pochettino, sits. I’ve seen him at a match sitting in that exact same 

seat as my dad was sitting in. I was sitting in one of the manager’s 

helpers’ seats. 

Then we went to the shop and I got some goalkeeper gloves and a 

Tottenham orange football. Then we went back to gran’s house 

and came back home. 

I’ve watched three matches at White Hart Lane. That was before 

we went to look around the stadium. 

One of the games was against Sunderland and another Liverpool. 

There were lots of people in the stadium  - more than ten hun-

dred. There’s a lot of seats. 

My favourite players are Harry Kane and Delli Ali and Hugo Llo-

ris. Dele Alli scores loads of headers. Harry Kane scores loads and 

loads of goals but Hugo Loris’ saves are insane. He’s in the 100 

club in Match Attacks. 

I want to play for Tottenham when I grow up. I think I’m going 

back to White Hart Lane very soon. 

I went to Sunderland football ground, the Stadium of Light, in 

April 2016 for the match against Arsenal. I didn’t just go to see 

the match. I went with my dad, some of his friends and some of 

my friends and we had a tour of the stadium. 

We came out of the tunnel and saw the pitch. We sat in the man-

ager’s seat, which was really good. I got my Sunderland shirt 

signed by some of the players. Wabhi Khazri was one of them. 

We had something to eat before the game. We had some soup 

first and then the children had chicken nuggets, chips and beans 

for the main course. 

Then we went outside to sit in our seats. We were behind the tun-

nel in row 33. The match was really good. It was 0-0 all of the 

way through. 

When the match was finished we went back inside and went up 

on to the stage and presented the man of the match award. It went 

to Wabhi Khazri. 

It was a really sunny day. The children wore a Sunderland top and 

joggers. The adults had to wear shirts and ties. We got a mini bus 

there and it had enough seats for all of us. 

I support Sunderland because my dad brought me up well when I 

was a baby. My favourite players are Jermain Defoe and Fabio 

Borini. 



VISITING CONSETT 

FOODBANK 

 

On Friday 9th of December Mrs Spence drove Emma and I to 

Consett Foodbank. 

We took two boxes of Christmas crackers, two Christmas pud-

dings, some sweets and some peas and carrots. It was for people 

with no food and it lasts people for three days and nights. 

There was a lot of food on the floor and shelves. There were 

some scales that they weighed the food on. They needed to 

make the same amount of food for the people with no food. 

Our food weighed 16 pounds 20 ounces. The Foodbank got 

three and a half tonnes from Morrison’s. 

People from the community bring food. People from the Food-

bank drives around the Consett area and deliver it to people 

who have no food. 

OUT AND ABOUT 

BY SHANE ADAMS, YEAR 6. 

BOOKS! BOOKS! BOOKS! BOOKS! 

Krazy Kow Saves the World 

is a great book. Krazy Kow is 

really funny. It wears big 

knickers and lipstick. It won't 

stop saying “Moo” when it 

does something. 

The Aliens crash-land into 

Earth and try to make everyone 

their slaves. Krazy Kow tries to 

throw the Alien ship back into 

space because she’s really 

strong but it doesn’t work.  

The spaceship bounces off the 

Moon and comes back to 

Earth and crash-lands again. 

The Aliens make the humans 

into their slaves to catch other 

creatures on other planets. 

I like this book. It is very fast 

to read. When you get into it, 

you can’t put it down. 

Jeremy Strong wrote The 

Hundred Mile an Hour dog 

and that is really good. He also 

wrote my favourite book, 

which is Doctor Bonkers. 

BOOK REVIEW: 

KRAZY KOW SAVES THE 

WORLD by Jeremy Strong 
BY MADDISON RUDDICK, YEAR 4. 



The Dinky Donkeys was the school Nativity for Classes 1, 2 and 3. 

There were four main characters – Dennis, Dougal, Dotty and De-

lia. They were the Dinky Donkeys. 

The story was about Delia taking Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. 

The other three dinky donkeys were travelling around telling fa-

mous pop 

bands what 

they had expe-

rienced. 

Mary was Evie 

Moffat. Joseph 

was James 

Pears.  

 

The first pop band they visited was the Cool Cows. Second was the 

Groovy Goats. The last was the Shaggy Sheep, who sang ‘Walking 

on Sunshine.’ 

Bethlehem was very busy when Mary, Joseph and Delia arrived. 

Loads of townspeople were trying to look for Inns to stay for the 

night. The song theme for the townspeople was, ‘Rat-a-tat-tat.’ 

Earlier in the story there were four angels, who visited the four 

Dinky Donkeys and told them how urgent the travelling was. 

The musicians did very well – especially for ‘It was on a Starry 

Night.’ The musicians went up on to the stage and sang ‘It was on 

a Starry Night.’  

After that, the choir got on to the stage and sang, ‘Go Tell it on the 

Mountain.’ After everything was over, tea and coffee was available. 

Ethan Dowson operated the CD player and Lily North was the 

lights technician. 

Mrs Franklin was in charge on the Nativity and Miss Kilty, Mrs 

Cassidy, Miss Barrass, Mr Robson, Mrs Gilbert and Mrs Chapman 

all helped. 

The props were made by the After School Club, who were led by 

Vikki and Mrs Moore. 

The programme covers were by Seren Delafield and Libby Ward-

man. 

CASTLESIDE’S COOL  

DINKY DONKEYS! 
BY ELLIE DOWSON-HALL, YEAR 5 AND SOPHIE MACMILLAN, YEAR 4. 



SPORT 

Castleside Primary School was delighted to welcome back one 

of its old boys recently. Keir Wotherspoon, who now owns 

and runs Lift gym on the Greencroft Industrial Estate, told 

Class 5 pupils Charlie Knee and Jack Edwards all about the 

good old days… 

 

What was your favourite subject at school? 

Definitely PE. I always liked sport. When I was a young boy 

before I came here we used to play a lot of football down on 

the field and then when I came here we did a lot more. I did a 

lot of PE. 

We did a lot of football and other sports as well. We did rug-

by and cricket. We had two All Blacks rugby players who came 

in to coach us. They showed us how to do touch rugby. That 

was really good.  

We had a local boxer called Glenn McCrory who came in to 

talk to us. He actually sat in this room (the staff room). He 

told us about his boxing career, which was really interesting. 

When I got picked for the football team. my cousin, David, 

and I got picked at the same time. He was a year older than 

me.  We were absolutely cock-a-hoop when we got picked – 

big smiles on our faces.  

What year was it when you first came to this school? 

It must have been 1986. I was five and went straight into Class 

One. There wasn’t a Reception class in those days. 

Who was your favourite teacher? 

I’ll get wrong if I don’t say Mrs Spence. I quite liked all the 

teachers actually. I think when I first came here Mrs Spence 

was just starting out as a teacher. That’s going back 25 years, 

which makes me feel old. 

What was your favourite time of day at school? 

Dinner time. I used to get really, really hungry leading up to it 

and the bell would go. We used to have to stand in a line and 

say a prayer – I think it was… 

“Thank you for the food we eat…” 

Do you still do that now? 

Yes. 

“Thank you Lord for everything.” Yeah, that’s the one…We 

used to stand in a line. We had to say that. By that time, my 

tummy was rumbling and I just wanted some food. 

What is your favourite sport to play? 

I suppose I would have to say Olympic lifting because that’s 

what I do at my gym. But I do like watching football and con-

tact sports as well. Newcastle are my favourite football team. I 

prefer to train and do things myself than to watch sport. 

How does it feel to run a gym? 

It’s really good. It’s hard work. It’s quite daunting when you 

first start but it’s like anything: once you put your mind to it, 

you can do it. 

How popular is your gym? 

It’s quite popular now. It’s getting bigger and bigger every year. 

When we first started off it, in January 2015, it was quite 

small. It had about 50 people in it. We’ve probably got about 

200 now. 

We’ve got a lot of kids in as well – kids as young as seven. I 

started training a few young lads, around the 11 or 12 mark.  

I started training a few young lads, 11/12 year-olds, playing 

football, then you kind of realise the value of what we do for 

younger generation. I think what we do’s a lot different to what 

other places do. 

We teach you how to move properly, how to get strong. It’s 

not about lifting big weights and things all the time; it’s about 

moving properly, which is sometimes neglected quite a bit. 

We kind of show them that and it takes you far in life when 

you play sport  -or whether you don’t. It doesn’t  matter. 

Who’s your favourite author ? 

I wouldn’t like to say, but Harry Potter books are good. I’ve 

read 

them 

all. 

KEIR LIFTS THE LID ON HIS SCHOOL DAYS 


