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School choir on 

song in county 

competition  

 By Maisie and Summer,  Year 4 

On Friday 7th December most of the choir members went 

to Ushaw College for the Durham Primary Schools Choir 

of the Year competition. There were ten other schools 

competing against us and we were the only school from 

the Consett area! 

When we got inside the college, it just looked amazing! 

It was so big, like five elephants could fit in. There were 

23 Christmas trees in there and it was like a church. 

There was also a miniature wooden structure of the col-

lege and there was a detailed carving of a bird. 

We had to sit on these uncomfortable wooden seats in a 

chapel for two hours. We sang Christmas carols to warm 

up our voices for the competition. 

After lunch, we practised. We went last when we prac-

tised and then first in the competition. Some of us were 

nervous because of how big the choirs were from some 

of the other schools. One of them had about 40 children! 

There were two judges and we finished third. Neville’s 

Cross won and St George’s was second. They both went 

through to the final at Durham Cathedral. 

Special thanks to Miss Barrass and Mrs Gilbert for mak-

ing it such a lovely occasion for all of us. 

Miss Barrass and Mrs Gilbert  said: “We would like to 

thank the choir for their hard work, dedication and pro-

fessionalism through the whole of this first term.  

“Their performance at Ushaw was outstanding. We 

couldn’t have asked for a better performance. They are 

all winners in our eyes and we are so very proud of 

them.” 

* See page 2 for more of Mr Gilbert’s excellent photos 

from the big day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

On the 11th of 
November at 
10am my mum, 
my sister and I 
drove to 
Stamfordham 
Village Hall. It 
was very 
exciting 
because it was 
my black belt 
grading!  

It was my third 
attempt for my 
black belt and 
there weren’t 
many people 
grading. I think 
it was probably 
because some 
people graded 
on Saturday 
rather than 
Sunday. 
Anyway, we 
walked in and 
got me 
registered. 

First we were 
tested on our 
punch 
combinations – 
like step-punch, 
reverse-punch 
and step- 
reverse-punch. 
It was a lot to 
remember. 
After this, we 
observed the 
silence for 
Remembrance 
Day. 

Then we had to 
do blocking 
routines, where 
you block 
someone from 
punching or 

PURELY BELTER 

Gabby becomes a karate black 

belt. 

LILY MEETS DAVID 

Lily catches up with famous au-

thor David Walliams. 

ROCK STAR NATAN 

Natan’s amazing Times Tables 

Rockstars prowess. 



   Key Dates 

Monday 17th December: Key Stage 2 

party, 1.30-4.00pm 

Tuesday 18th December: Key Stage 1 

party, 1.00-3.15pm 

Wednesday 19th December: Chr istmas 

Singalong, 2.00pm 

Thursday 20th December: Chr istingle, 

11.00am; Christmas lunch, Noon; Break up 

for Christmas, 3.15pm. 

Monday  7th January: School reopens. 

Wednesday 16th January: Panto, Thea-

tre Royal, 12.30pm (Oh, yes it is!) 

Friday 15th February: Break up for  half

-term. 

 

 

A big thank you to the intrepid  Mr 

Gilbert for these excellent bird’s 

eye photographs from the Durham 

County Primary Schools Choir of 

the Year competition at Ushaw 

College. 



 

 By Natan, Year 5 

 

When I first saw Times Tables Rock-

stars, I thought that the speed didn’t 

matter. I thought you just had to an-

swer the questions. 

I think Times Tables Rockstars is re-

ally good for everyone because it can 

help you to learn your times tables. I 

already knew my times tables because 

a couple years ago people taught me 

times tables, like Marshall and some 

teachers. 

On Friday nights Marshall comes to my house and teaches me to do other things, like square roots and shapes. I’m 

trying to teach Marshall how to get faster at Times Tables Rockstars and suddenly he has become a Rock Legend! 

He really is progressing. 

One Friday I was doing Times Tables Rockstars at the back of the class with all the people watching me. I found it 

difficult to concentrate but I got 177 correct answers in three minutes. That’s one answer every 1.03 seconds. 

Alf Googled to see if it was the world record. Someone had done 174 but I think that was the record for one mi-

nute.  

The next Friday in assembly Mrs Spence asked me to do it in front of the whole school. I got 182, one question 

every 0.99 seconds. At home I have now got 240. That is one question every 0.71 seconds. 

I was very proud because the whole school was clapping me. At home I have also got 104 answers in one minute. 

That speed is 0.59 seconds for every answer. 

Natan beats the clock with his 

amazing times tables wizardry 

Celebrating diversity with the Great Rainbow Bake Off 

During Anti-Bullying Week, we held the first ever Great Rainbow Bake Off in school! This year’s theme was 

#chooserespect, a theme that doesn’t necessarily translate to baking. How-

ever, we saw some incredible entries, all of which surpassed our expecta-

tions. The cakes on show celebrated diversity and, as well as looking 

good, tasted good too! 

The winners in school were Susanne (Class 1), Noah (Class 1) , Oliver 

(Class 4) and James R (Class5). 

All entries have been posted on the Educate and Celebrate Facebook page 

and voting remains open until 21st December. If we receive the most 

votes, we will go through to the national final, here in Durham! 



 

  By Lily, Year 6 

 

On the 13th of November, I left school a bit 

early and travelled to Corbridge with my 

Mam. We saw lots of scenery, which was 

very beautiful. I was amazed. We travelled 

for 20 minutes. Luckily, we found a car 

space. 

Corbridge was a very small, antique village 

with little shops. Me and my Mam went and 

had a sausage roll. They were scrumptious!  

We decided to take a little look around the 

book shop. It was very small but there was a 

lot of books. 

We waited in the car for five minutes, then 

my mam and I saw two people in the line in 

front of the book shop, so we decided to join 

the queue before it get even longer. We were 

third in the line, which I was glad about. 

It took David Walliams half of an hour to ar-

rive in Corbridge. A man told us to come into 

the book shop so we wouldn’t get cold. Sud-

denly, lots of screaming and shouting came 

from outside. And I realised David Walliams 

had arrived. I was amazed! I thought to my-

self, “Am I really meeting David Walliams?” 

I was excited and also nervous. I couldn’t be-

lieve I was actually meeting David Wal-

liams!! Then, all of a sudden, I made it to the 

front. A lady took my book and opened it to 

the first page, so it would be easier because 

David Walliams had to sign and take a picture 

with everyone. There were 180 people there 

and he had to do it in 1hour and 30 minutes. 

I stepped forward and turned bright red. He asked me what was my name and I said, “Lily.” He said that was a 

beautiful name and I went shy. 

David Walliams signed his name in my book. My Mam, on the other hand, was taking a photo of me and David 

Walliams, and also a video.  

As we were coming out, I had a Malteser. We walked out to the car and took a picture of the book that David Wal-

liams had signed. It was his new book, The Ice Monster. I read it in the car on the way back home! 

When Lily met David Walliams 



 Nativity fun with The Inn Crowd 

        By Lexi, Year 4 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 took part in this year’s Nativity, called The Inn Crowd. It was funny, and entertaining. 

At the start, the children all walked along the stage and waved at us. The first song they sang was called Bethlehem 

and they sang it beautifully. There were eight songs in total of the whole Nativity, so it was definitely a musical. 

Everyone was laughing because Ruby and Finley were married and Finley didn’t realise he was married! Finley 

made some donkey jokes and they were really funny. 

An animal was snoring in the stable and it was very loud. Nobody was sure who it was. I think it was Ethan. He was 

an ox. 

There were five sheep and nine shepherds. The angels were shining on the stage, circling the sheep and shepherds. 

The baby Jesus was born in a stable full of animals, then the Three Wise Men came on stage and gave presents to 

the baby Jesus. 

Class 3 were the musicians for this Nativity and Miss Kilty and Mr Robson were the directors. Scott and Leon did 

the lighting and Vikki, Victoria and the After School Club  did all of  the costumes and props 

If you have seen the Nativity, what do you think about it? 

A big thank you to Miss Kilty, Mr Rob-

son and the Friends of Castleside School 

for organising a bumper Christmas Fair, 

which attracted a packed crowd and 

earned the magnificent sum of £1046.95! 



Having fun in the great outdoors - 

( 

On Tuesday 13th November all of the Year 5s and Mr and 

Mrs Gilbert went to Dukeshouse Wood, near Hexham, to 

have fun and learn new things. We stayed three nights and 

four days and did loads of outdoor activities. 

The first thing we did was a tour around the place. There 

were tons of tyres. When we went into our room, me and 

Liam did not like it because it was a tip. We shrugged our 

shoulders and then put our suitcases down. 

After problem solving, we went to do something called 

Nightline. I was nearly crying because I was blindfolded 

and got stuck in the tyres. The climbing was good but I was 

scared because I am scared of heights. I still had a go. 

Apart from that, I liked it.. 

     Ronan, Year 5 

When the gates opened, we got taken in to our dor-

mitory. From the outside, it looked modern. When 

it came to making our bed, I had a shock on my 

face because I never make my bed at home. 

Nightline was very scary because we were blind-

folded and you did not know what you were going 

to walk into. We did it because in the First World 

War people would go blind from all the gasses 

getting in their eyes, so the soldiers would hold on 

to each other’s shoulders to get home.  

    Liam, Year 5. 

When we got to Dukeshouse Wood, we met our 

instructor called Jane. Jane took us to our rooms 

and we put our suitcases in. The hard part was mak-

ing our beds. After the stressful part, we went into 

the woods and did some problem solving.  

My favourite part in problem solving was making a 

tyre bridge. If one of your team mates stepped off a 

tyre and the person behind you did not step on the 

tyre, you could get it taken off you. 

    Alfie, Year 5 

We put our suitcases in our rooms and eventually we 

made our beds. Guess how many times I tried to make 

my bed? About 50 times! 

After that, we did problem solving. We did all kinds of 

things like crossing a lava lake with tyres and trying to 

get the tallest to smallest on to a two-inch bench.  It took 

us five tries. That still annoys me! 

    Marshall, Year 5 



 

 

 

 

and learning how to make our beds 

 

 

  

  

Congratulations to the excellent, industrious 

school choir for attracting donations of £193 

while singing Christmas carols at Tesco and 

Morrisons. They also sang at the lighting of the 

Christmas tree at St John The Evangelist 

Church in Castleside. Miss Barrass and her 

team have truly earned their Christmas break! 

Well done everyone for a fantastic term. 

 

 

The school was proud to 

be involved in events to 

commemorate 100 years 

since the ending of the 

First World War.  The 

children walked down to 

the Village Hall to attach 

knitted poppies to a giant 

display that appeared in 

the grounds of St John 

the Evangelist Church in 

Castleside. 



  Class One, Class Two and Three Bears 

On Monday 25 November, Classes 1 and 2 en-

joyed a fantastic time at Northern Stage in New-

castle. The children, and staff, were very lucky 

to see the very first performance of Kitchen 

Zoo’s The Three Bears at Christmas. We also 

visited The Great North Museum. 

Great work from Maia and Susanne in Class One. 

 

        

 

Rotary Club help the needy around the world 

Ladies from the Rotary Club came to 

school to take an assembly. They talked 

about how they raise money for lots of 

people who need help.  

They talked about a disease called polio. 

They said that some countries in Africa 

don’t get the medicine they need for this 

type of disease because they are at war.  

The ladies presented the school with a 

cheque for £50 and a certificate with a 

trophy.  This money will help our choir to 

buy some new equipment. 

                              Marshall, Year 5 



  Two years of hard work pays off 

with a belting prize for Gabby 
            By Gabby, Year 6 

On the 11th of November at 10am my Mum, my sister and I drove to 

Stamfordham Village Hall. It was very exciting because it was my black 

belt grading!  

It was my third attempt for my black belt and there weren’t many peo-

ple grading. I think it was probably because some people graded on Sat-

urday rather than Sunday. Anyway, we walked in and got me registered. 

First we were tested on our punch combinations – like step-punch, re-

verse-punch and step- reverse-punch. It was a lot to remember. After 

this, we observed the minute’s silence for Remembrance Day. 

Then we had to do blocking routines, where you block someone from 

punching or kicking you. After that was kick combinations. My favour-

ite kick is a spinning back roundhouse kick. 

Lunch was next. I was tired and ready for a break. We took a packed 

lunch with us, so I sat with my Mum and sister. After lunch was pad 

work, where you are tested for the power of your kicks and punches 

against a pad being held by someone else. 

Last of the sections was our katas. These are set patterns of movement 

we have to learn and perform to demonstrate how to put all of the other 

things together. It’s like a slowed-down fight but your opponent is invis-

ible! 

Then came the wait for results. I had butterflies in my stomach.  

The first group of people were called in but unfortunately they did not 

pass. I was in the second group of three. I had to stand in front of the instructors while they gave me feedback on 

how I had done. I couldn’t believe it when they told me I had passed top of the whole group.! 

I came out with my black belt and certificate to show my mum and sister, and then we had photos taken. 

Overall, it was a very tiring day but I am so happy that after two years of study I am finally a First Dan Black Belt 

in Shikoaki karate. 

Respecting our rights 

and our differences 

 

The school is proud to have achieved 

the bronze rights committed stage of the 

Unicef UK Rights Respecting Schools 

Award. We re now working towards the 

silver rights award.  

As part of this, we would like to  make 

it clear that we respect all members of 

our school community, in line with the 

nine protected characteristics. 



  

 

Footballers reach district finals  

after winning 5-a-side contest 

 

        

By Ethan and Connor, Year 6 

The school football team performed 

very well to get to the grand final of 

the Ted Young 5-a-side tournament.  

Our heat was on the 19 November at 

Greenland Primary School. There 

was six teams split into two sections 

and we were in a group with East 

Stanley and Bloemfontein. 

The first game was against East Stan-

ley and it was 1-0 to us with a goal 

by Connor, who curled a shot from 

the right side into the top left corner 

of the net. We drew the second match 

0-0  with Bloemfontein.  

That meant we topped our group and we were in the final against Collierley from Dipton. We did not start off very 

well  and were 2-0 down but came back with two fantastic goals by Jake. In the last minute we won 3-2 with a very 

clever goal—a pass from the corner by Ethan and a great finish by Connor. 

That put us through to the district grand final, which was back at Greenland School on Monday 3rd December. There 

were four teams and we all played each other once. In our first match we drew 1-1 with Tanfield Lea, who went on 

to win the tournament and play for the county cup, Jake clinching the equaliser with a goal in the last minute. 

In the second game we lost 2-1 against Catchgate, with Liam scoring for us. In the last game Liam scored again to 

put us 1-0 up against Shotley Bridge but they got an equaliser and won 2-1  with a goal deep into time added on. 

Thank you to the relatives and supporters who cheered us on in the freezing cold! 

    
 

         

 

Sports award 

nomination 
Castleside Primary School was one 

of four schools nominated for a spe-

cial award at the annual Active 

Durham Sport and Physical Activity 

Awards at the Empire Theatre in 

Consett on 9thNovember. Congratu-

lations to Collierley Primary School 

from Dipton for winning the Primary 

School Contribution to Sport and 

Physical Activity award! 


