
Judith Robson 

I am passionate about Castleside Primary School. As an ex-pupil, and having 
seen both my children flourish as they progressed through this school, I am committed to ensuring 
that every pupil at the school achieve their potential within a caring and encouraging environment. I 
became a governor 8 years ago and for the past 5 years I have had the honour of being Chair of 
Governors. Within the governing body I am also the nominated governor for Early Years Foundation 
Stage (EYFS) and Special Education Needs & Disability (SEND), both of which I studied whilst 
obtaining my CACHE Level 3 in Early Years Practice. As I have worked in the financial sector for 30+ 
years I am happy to serve on the Finance Committee.  
  
I initially joined as a Parent Governor but later became the Local Authority Governor after joining the 
local Parish Council. Making the school the heart of our community is of great importance to me, 
and the combination of School Governor and Parish Councillor allows me to bring the two together 
to benefit, not only the school, but the wider village community. 
  
  
Julie Tyers 
As a former pupil of Castleside Primary, the school was my automatic choice for my boys when we 
re-located back to the UK in 2012. I'm thrilled that it was (and still is) the friendly, vibrant place I can 
recall from my own time here. 
Since joining the Governing Body in May 2015, I have also become a member of the following sub-
committees: Appeals, Children & Community, Headteacher's Performance, Personnel and School 
committees.  
In 2016, I became designated Literacy Governor too. 
I am also an active member of the Friends of the School committee where I am proud to have 
introduced the annual Sausage Sizzle to the Summer Fair. 
The last three years have brought many big changes to the school - it's been a busy road -  and I am 
excited for what the years ahead will bring. 
  
  
Andrea Walker 
I am the mother of two girls (one is 9 and one is 6) both of them attend Castleside Primary School. I 
believe that education is one of the most important choices that we can make for our children. I 
made the very tough choice to give up a career I loved to look after my children. Prior to this my 
background is in the Public Transport Sector where I held a number of positions throughout my 
career one of them being an Operations Manager for a depot which had more than 150 staff and 67 
buses.  I believe that clear direction and leadership are key to an effective school governing body 
and therefore a successful school. I have a proven track record of managing teams and driving 
through change in very challenging times and believe that my experience would be of value to not 
just the governing body but the children, parents and teaching staff alike. 
  
 
 
 



Suzanne Hart 

As Deputy Headteacher of Castleside Primary School, I knew straight away that I 
wanted to be part of the school's Governing Body. It is vital to create a strong, proactive and 
transparent link between school and governors and I am dedicated to fostering this as part of my 
role. Outside of school, I have a husband and two young children to keep me busy. I also skate for 
Durham Roller Derby - an amazing team of women representing the fastest growing sport in the UK 
here in Durham. I am a vocal advocate of mental health awareness and am particularly dedicated to 
emotional needs of the children in our care. 
  
The Revd. Martin Jackson 

I’m the Priest-in-Charge of Castleside (St. John’s Church / Church of 
England) - and in addition Vicar of Benfieldside (St. Cuthbert’s, Shotley Bridge). Relating to the wider 
community is a principal task for any parish priest, so I’m happy to be able to do this in part by my 
membership of the Governing Body. I lead assemblies approximately once a month - but am also 
delighted to welcome children from the school on class visits to the church, and on occasion to 
contribute in their classroom work. I’m always impressed by the response of the children, and the 
imagination and understanding which sometimes becomes deadened in adults, so, I love this 
contact.  I have two adult children of my own who grew up in Shotley Bridge. Their continued 
capacity for learning stimulates me. I enjoy travel, photography, walking, music and occasional 
ventures on my mountain bike. 
  
Sara Thompson 
I have been a parent governor since 2014 and my 2 children attend Castleside Primary School. After 
an 18 year career in science that involved managing busy laboratories and Quality Assurance work I 
trained as a teaching assistant in 2017. I enjoy being involved in the school to give all children who 
attend Castleside Primary School the right to an education in a safe environment, and to learn life 
skills that will support them as they grow and achieve their full potential. I am special interest 
governor for Science, ICT and Health and Safety. 
  
Claire Littlewood 
I was appointed Parent Governor in January 2016 and I am really enjoying my role at Castleside 
Primary School. I have two girls, one of which attends the school since 2015 and my youngest will 
start September 2018.  
I am originally from York where I had lived for 30 years, working in Hotel and Restaurants as a 
Deputy Manager for the past 10 years. We moved here to Castleside in 2014 for my husbands new 
job.  



I am very much enjoyed being a part of the school community and getting involved with the PTA 
meetings and school trips. 
I wanted to be part of the governing body as i care about the education that children receive and I 
wanted to be a part of that in anyway I could.  
  

 


